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President’s Message…
Fellow Members and Friends:
I want to thank you for providing me with the opportunity to serve your as president for the balance of year.  I consider it a personal privilege.  My commitment to the membership is to ensure that our flying field continues to be a safe, clean, family-friendly place to fly where we can gather to enjoy our hobby.  My primary concerns are maintaining the flying field, protecting our lease, and our maintaining the good relations we currently enjoy with our neighbors and the City of Rockwall.  At some point, I would also like to enhance our monthly meetings with guest speakers and initiate at-the-field workshops.  

Some members know me well and others do not.  However, for my term in office, I will place any personal opinions and preferences on the backburner and will make every effort to make unbiased decisions that reflect the best interest of the club – if at any time you believe that I have failed -- my e-mail and telephone are always open – so please feel free to contact me with your concerns and suggestions.  I spend a lot of time at the field, so you can grab me there as well.

Let’s have a fun summer!

Bill
July Meeting

The next club meeting will be held on Thursday, January 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the banquet room of Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.
 Minutes of the June Meeting

The June meeting of the club’s general membership was held on June 8, 2006 at 7:00 PM at Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.  There were 31 members and 1 guest in attendance.  Then vice president Bill Lenk called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Election of President:  Bill Lenk, formerly vice president, was elected as president for the balance of 2006.  Tom Dupont, formerly president, was elected as vice president for the balance of 2006.  This atypical electoral event does not affect the club’s usual annual election process.  Nominations for 2007 officers will be made in November and the elections will be held as usual at our December meeting.
Minutes of the May meeting: The reading of the minutes of the May meeting was dispensed with without objection because the club’s secretary crashed his computer, so there weren’t any minutes to read.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Larry Wells reported a balance of $1,453 in the club’s treasury.  As usual, Larry passed around his worksheets showing all the debits and credits.  Guys greatly appreciate his open-book approach to the club’s accounting.

Safety Committee Report:  Safety officer Bill Vassallo indicated that he is still putting together a “safety regulations” document that he soon hopes to e-mail to all members for comment.  He also brought up some other safety issues which were discussed at length (see below).
Field Marshall Report:  Field marshall Clint Brunson reported that were no outstanding issues except that guys need to pick up their trash and stop throwing cigarette butts on the ground.  He also asked that anyone who signed up for mowing duty and is not able to make it make arrangements to switch off and exchange places with someone else on the roster.
Flying Proficiency Committee:  Bill Vassallo, chairman of the Flying Proficiency Committee, suggested that the club review the method that the club selects instructor pilots.  “Who trains instructors to be instructors?’” said Bill.  Another individual asked, “How long is an instructor an instructor?  If an individual has not instructed a trainee in more than 2 years, is he still a qualified instructor?”

“Good question,” replied Bill, “as our club grows, I believe we need to develop more structured standards for training and approving instructor pilots together with a formal re-certification process.”  The way it works now is that anyone who is generally recognized to be a proficient pilot can volunteer to be an instructor.  If he receives the nod from the members of the Flying Proficiency Committee present at a meeting – then Vola! -- he’s an instructor pilot.  Bill indicated that he will explore this issue further and make recommendations to the club at a future meeting.
Old Business
PORTA-POTTY
“You can only hold it in so long before you crash your airplane.”  That was the general consensus echoed by several members at the June meeting.  Arranging to have full-time Porta-Potty has been an oft-repeated topic of discussion.  The major obstacle is the cost -- $920 for a year’s use.  Lionel Barnett arranged to obtain a Porta-Potty for the convenience of our guests at our May fun-fly.  At the June meeting, the membership decided to continue to rent it on a month-to-month basis for less than $100 per month.  “We may end up keeping it for only the summer months,” said president Bill Lenk, “but ultimately it’s up to the membership to decide.  We’ll see how much use it gets.”  To get an idea of how much the new facility is being used, Bill asked that you keep copious notes of your personal use (time and volume) and that you inform the membership of how many times you do No. 1 and No. 2 by e-mailing pilots@rockwallrc.com. In the meantime, guys can stop watering the grass.
New Business

RSF SWAP-SHOP – Saturday, July 15
Field marshall Clint Brunson suggested that the club hold a swap-shop or swap-meet at the field.  “Everyone has airplane stuff they don’t use but that someone else may need,” said Clint.  “We should get together some Saturday at the field and swap our stuff.”  The attendees at the June meeting unanimously agreed and selected Saturday, July 15, as the date.  Someone else suggested that we advertise the event and charge a landing fee of $10 for non-members.  So here’s the drill – gather up the airplane stuff that you don’t use and bring it to the field on Saturday, July 15, from 9:00 AM to 12 NOON.  Trade it, sell it, or give it away – but get your unused stuff off your workbench and on to someone else’s.
If we’re actually gonna advertise the event and charge non-members to set-up their own swap-n-shop table or charge landing fees to fly – we’re gonna need someone to take charge and organize the event (like who’s gonna sell tickets and collect the money) and volunteers to spread the word among hobby shops and other clubs -- and do the other things that need to be done to hold a successful swap meet.  (I don’t have a clue.)  Anyone who has experience in this area – please feel free to step forward.  My personal opinion is that if we’re gonna invite outsiders – we should do it right rather than risk our reputation by sponsoring an under-whelming event that sucks.
HOW TO USE OUR TREASURY FUNDS

Mano Judd asked the question, “How should we use the funds in our treasury?  We should have some plan.”  The question received several responses:  Portable awning to provide additional shade; expand the driveway with additional crushed concrete; save it for emergencies.  Discussion was waived until a future meeting -- but it’s something to think about.

JET-START-UP STANDS

Pilot Instructor and Website Manager Ronnie Stine suggested that the club construct a couple of start-up stands for the guys who fly jets.  Jet stands are designed to deflect the jet exhaust upwards, away from the ground.  Apparently there is some concern that the exhaust could ignite a grass fire in the pits.  Bill Kalb volunteered to construct the stands if the club will reimburse his expenses.  The membership promptly agreed to allocate the necessary funds.  Bill is a regular on the volunteer roster and the club could certainly use more members with his enthusiasm and “can-do” spirit.
Jet stands designed to deflect exhaust upwards.  Please do not confuse them for Porta-Potty urinals.

Safety Talk

At the June meeting, our ever-diligent safety officer Bill Vassallo introduced several safety issues.

First among them was the question of which direction pilots should fly in a cross wind.  Our field is laid out North to South.  Assuming a 90 degree cross wind from the east; what direction should pilots take off and land from?  “It’s up to the pilot,” says Bill.  “However, after the first pilot is up, to minimize the possibility of an accident, all others should follow the same pattern.”  Bill suggested placing a visible red arrow across from the pilot stations.  The first pilot up would set the direction of the arrow and all others would follow his lead.
Another subject raised is the issue of flying too close or over the helicopter pad during takeoffs and landing.  Bill explained that some pilots like to make wide turns that bring them over the flight line on the north and south ends of the runway (the flight line is the imaginary line delineated by the safety fence that runs to infinity in both directions).  The problem is on the south end. Making a too-wide-a-turn can take you close to the helicopter pads.  The sudden appearance of an aircraft in the proximity could startle or scare a pilot and cause him to crash his helicopter.  Significant debate occurred.  Vice president Tom Dupont indicated that the issue had been discussed in the past and that it had been decided it was OK to fly over the flight line outside of the pit area.  Rod Rodriguez suggested placing a second helicopter pad at the north end of the runway might help alleviate the problem.  Frankly, I don’t believe the issue was fully resolved.  I think the way it was left was that pilots should be aware of anyone in the helicopter area and make every effort to not over fly the area when occupied.  By the way, the point was made that helicopter pilots also have full use of the airplane runway.  They can fly back and forth in front of the pits and over the runway all day long.
Third, Bill asked that pilots SHOUT loudly their field announcements: TAKING OFF!; LANDING!; ON THE FIELD!; etc.  Too often, the other pilots do not hear the announcements.  “I’ve seen guys getting ready to takeoff while another pilot is setting up his landing approach.  We need to make sure our announcements are heard,” said Bill.  If you hear an announcement, please shout back your acknowledgement.  If no one responds to you announcement, shout it again.  Make sure the other pilots are aware of your intentions.

Finally, Bill reiterated that it is absolutely a safety violation to walk through or to carry an airplane through an occupied pilot box.  Only one pilot at a time is permitted to fly from a pilot box.  If a pilot box is occupied; (1) Do NOT walk thru it; and (2) Do NOT even think of carrying an airplane thru it.  “This is a real safety issue,” explained Bill.  If a guy is flying his airplane and someone suddenly approaches his box from behind, it could startle him enough to cause him to crash his airplane.  Especially if the engine is revving.  Walk to the next unoccupied pilot box.  Even if you are retrieving an airplane from the field or runway, do not walk through an occupied pilot box.  “Besides being a matter of safety, it’s also simple courtesy,” said Bill.




Dispatches From


The Aerodrome…








The Newsletter of the Rockwall RC Sport Flyers








AMA Club No. 3087











RSF Swap Meet -- Saturday, July 15


Swap, Trade or Sell Your Unwanted Airplane Stuff See Inside for Details…

















POLICE YOUR TRASH


AND CIGARETTE BUTTS





Remember, it is your responsibility to carry away with you whatever you bring to the field.  Do not use the trash cans at the field unless you plan to carry them home and empty them.  Make it a habit to bring a trash bag with you for discarding used paper towels, water bottles, CIGARETTE BUTTS, etc.  Before the guys can mow the field, they’re having to pick up the trash  -- this is just wrong!





Safety Violations


If you observe any serious safety violations, please report them immediately to Bill Vassallo at � HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�


 











Make Sure To Attend Our Regularly-Scheduled Meeting On July 13





“Limey” Bob Leserve is going to be our guest speaker and educate the club on TURBINE JETS.  Limey Bob not only flies jets but also builds and flies his own designs.  Anyone who has ever seen the inside of one of these babies knows the talent and expertise it takes to construct a jet.  These RC jets are amazing – so don’t miss this unique opportunity to learn first hand what flying turbine-powered aircraft is all about.








2006 Club Officers and Administrators





President		Bill Lenk		� HYPERLINK "mailto:BL103042@aol.com" ��BL103042@aol.com�			972-495-6967


Vice President		Tom Dupont		� HYPERLINK "mailto:tommyboy1229@msn.com" ��tommyboy1229@msn.com�		214-502-2468


Treasurer		Larry Wells		� HYPERLINK "mailto:larrywells@sbcglobal,net" �larrywells@sbcglobal,net�		972-771-8265


Secretary		Paul Ramirez		� HYPERLINK "mailto:paulrramirez@aol.com" ��paulrramirez@aol.com�		972-722-4324


Field Marshall		Clint Brunson	� HYPERLINK "mailto:ca_brunson@yahoo.com" ��ca_brunson@yahoo.com�		469-323-9266


Safety Officer		Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


Pilot Instructors	Roy Allen, Jr.		� HYPERLINK "mailto:roy.allenjr@verizon.net" ��roy.allenjr@verizon.net�		972-475-2432


Berl Driskill		� HYPERLINK "mailto:berldriskill@hotmail.com" ��berldriskill@hotmail.com�		972-496-6368


Doyle Evans		� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsevans1@sbcglobal.net" ��dsevans1@sbcglobal.net�		972-771-9676


Bill Lenk		see above


Bob Leserve		� HYPERLINK "mailto:limeybob@sbcglobal.net" ��limeybob@sbcglobal.net�		972-772-4326


Ronnie Stine		� HYPERLINK "mailto:aworx@flash.net" ��aworx@flash.net�			972-772-4047


Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


Larry Wells		see above


Terry Williams	� HYPERLINK "mailto:boneheadbrewery@comcast.net" ��boneheadbrewery@comcast.net�	214-532-8154


Website Manager	Ronnie Stine		see above





All Pilot Instructors are also members of the Flying Proficiency Committee
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