VOLUME 3 ISSUE 5 May 2007
Dispatches From The Aerodrome…
May 2007
Page 9
___________________________________________________________________


+[image: image1.jpg]




A Great Day of Flying…
Many thanks to everyone that participated and helped with the organization of joint fun fly held on April 27 with the Rowlett RC Club.  It takes a team effort to pull off a good event. From the guys that brought food to the guys handling the transmitter impound the effort and graciousness was well received.  Everyone was smiling and having a really grand time mingling with our fellow flyers from Rowlett.  The turnout was fantastic and it this kind of support that really makes our club a standout organization.  Great job to everyone and this is definitely something we should consider making an annual event.
May Meeting

The next club meeting will be held on Thursday, May 10, at 7:00 p.m. in the banquet room of Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.  
Minutes of the April Meeting

The April meeting of the club’s general membership was held on April 12, 2007 at 7:00 PM at Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.  President Bill Lenk called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.  There were 18 regular members present.
Minutes of the March meeting: The reading of the minutes of the March meeting was dispensed with without objection.  Jon Barnett requested that the notes regarding his involvement with the fun fly be reworded to indicate he was only helping with the organization of the food rather than the entire fun fly.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Larry Wells reported a balance of $2619.55 in the club’s treasury.  Larry projects an end of year balance of approximately $968.

Expenses for February were the club AMA charter fee ($90.00) and the usual monthly expenses for the bathroom facilities ($76.80).
We had no new members to approve at this meeting and our current membership roster is currently at 68 members.
Safety Committee Report:  Safety officer Bill Vassallo reminded everyone present that it might be safer to intentionally crash your airplane in a safe location rather than risk hitting somebody in the pits if you inadvertently lose control of the aircraft and it is headed towards or flying inside the flight line/pit area.
Field Marshall Report:  Field Marshall Doyle Evans reported that the new frequency board has been completed and installed on the gazebo.  Additionally, a new shade pavilion was built and has been is anchored to the ground over one of the picnic tables in the pit area.  These new additions are nice field improvements and the efforts on the part of the members who contributed to these enhancements are much appreciated.   Many thanks go to Bill Kalb for taking on the frequency board upgrade. And many thanks to the David Hoye, Mano Judd, Bill and Travis Lenk, Jon Barnett, Lionel Barnett, Doyle Evans, Howie Stevens for their contributions in getting the shade pavilion constructed.
A work party is being planned to replace the wire pins that hold the runway in place with some larger spikes that should help prevent the runway material from lifting as the ground swells and contracts through the summer months.  The new spikes should also help with preventing wheels and wheel pants from catching on the runway. 
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This crew replaced approximately 1500 pins with nails to hold down the runway…great job guys! (Left to right: Alexander Judd, Jon Barnett, Bob Leserve, Nick Marsala, Mano Judd, David Hoye, Robert Short and son, Terry Williams, Doyle Evans)
Flying Proficiency Committee:  Committee chairman Ed Valls presented three new documents outlining the skills needed for instructor/student sign off to be reviewed by the membership and discussed at the next meeting.  Those documents are included at the end of this newsletter for everyone’s review.
Old Business
New Sound Meter Donated
Many thanks go to Chris Brown for acquiring and donating a new sound meter to the club.
Rockwall and Rowlett RC Club Gathering
The club fun fly with Rowlett was canceled on April 14th due to inclement weather.  The joint fun fly was rescheduled for April 27, 2007.
Replacement of the Gazebo
This topic was tabled for further discussions and comes into play with the lawnmower issue addressed under new business.
New Business

Replacement of the Riding Lawnmower

This was the main topic of the night at the last meeting.  By now everyone should have received a letter detailing the outcome of the discussions surrounding the assessment to purchase a new riding lawnmower.   The current mower has ongoing mechanical issues and is unreliable for our volunteers to go to the field and perform the necessary upkeep of keeping the large expanse of grass cut.  At the time of the meeting the current mower would not start and there was a lot of discussion about funding the replacement of the mower.  The cost of a new mower was reported by Doyle Evans to be between $1000 and $1500 dollars.  This amount of money would consume the fund that has been set aside for replacement of the runway so there was much discussion about how we could move forward with the purchase of a new mower without using the runway fund.  Much of this discussion also weighted the merits of repairing the current mower vs. buying new as well as storing a new mower at the field in manner that will keep it from being stolen.  That whole conversation drifted us back into the black hole of the repairs/replacement of the gazebo.  After approximately an hour of deliberation with everyone contributing to the discussion a motion was made to assess all current members in the amount of $25 towards the purchase of a new riding lawnmower.  The assessment should be paid within 60 days of the April 12, 2007 meeting and the club Treasurer will keep track of those members that have paid their assessment within the timeframe allotted.  Those members who have not paid the assessment within the 60 day period will have their flying privileges suspended.  The motion was seconded and was passed with 17 members in favor and 1 objection.
In the meantime Lionel Barnett offered to take a look at the current mower and see if he could it running again.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.










April 12, 2007

Rockwall Sport Flyers Pilot Proficiency 

Flying Proficiency Committee:

Introduction:

The Flying Proficiency Committee (henceforth identified as the FPC) shall consist of three (3) individuals appointed by the governing body of the club and shall serve one year terms. Members of the FPC must be appointed annually. One of the three FPC members shall be designated as the committee chair. These three members shall all be non-probationary members that do not currently occupy a in the Governing Body of the Club. The FPC shall be comprised of experienced pilots who have flown a variety of remote controlled aircraft and are capable of evaluating the instructor pilot candidates (i.e. these FPC members shall be more experienced than the pilots they will evaluate). The committee shall report to the Club Safety Coordinator or an officer/individual designated by the club officers.  The FPC members MUST relinquish their instructor rating, if they have been designated as such, for the duration of their tenure on the committee. Once their tenure is complete, they may return to their instructor duties. 

Definition of Pilot Ratings:  

1. Student Pilot: A student pilot is any member of the club who has not met the qualification requirements for advancement to the Pilot rating. If a new member can demonstrate the skills required to meet the Pilot rating, they will be assigned a Pilot rating by the FPC or two members with the Instructor or Senior/Advanced pilot rating and need not go thru the Student pilot training. Typically, a Student pilot will be one who is new to the R/C aircraft hobby or one who has little instruction and requests or is deemed to require additional instruction. A Student pilot will not fly without the assistance and or supervision of Pilot, Instructor or Senior (Advanced) Pilot. A Student pilot may advance to the Pilot rating by demonstrating to two (2) members with an Instructor or Senior Pilot rating that he/she is able to perform/demonstrate the skills required in the Student Pilot Training Criteria (shown elsewhere in this document).
2. Pilot: A Pilot rating is assigned to any member that clearly demonstrates the ability to fly his/her own aircraft, in an unassisted manner. The Pilot must be able to demonstrate the skills required by the Student Pilot Training Criteria or be assigned the Pilot rating by the Governing Body of the Club. 

3. Instructor:  An Instructor pilot must be an experienced pilot who is able to demonstrate the requirements of the Instructor Pilot Certification Criteria. The three members of the FPC must evaluate the Instructor pilot. After evaluation, the FPC shall, if appropriate, recommend to the Governing Body of the Club that the individual be granted the Instructor rating and the Governing Body of the Club shall determine whether to approve the pilot for Instructor rating.

It is important to understand that the instructor is the representative of the club. 
The impression the Instructor leaves with the student pilot is the impression that 
the student has of the club as a whole and as such, the club should carefully 
consider whom they approve as instructors. The Instructor Pilot should posses the 
following skills:
· Good communications skills
· The desire and passion to teach people 
· Patience and understanding
· Reliability
· Dedication
· Good teaching skills
· Good team player
· A thorough understanding of safety rules and issues
· A good understanding of flying etiquette
· The ability to competently fly an airplane
· Ability to evaluate/judge piloting skills
· Good at providing balance praise and criticism
4. Senior (Advanced) Pilot: The Senior/Advanced pilot is one who has proven superior R/C flying skills and has clearly demonstrated superior piloting skills to his fellow pilots. He/she is one that is experienced in flying a wide variety of different types of R/C aircraft. The Senior/Advanced pilot is an individual that the club members consider to have the experience that will allow them to offer advice on a wide variety of aircraft related issues. The Senior/Advanced pilot is one that can offer assistance to the other pilots in the club as it pertains to flying or construction/maintenance related issues. The Senior/Advanced pilot must meet the requirements for the Instructor Pilot rating. (The club might consider the senior pilotrating as one that is conferred upon the individual by the Governing Body of the Club. The FPC should not have to evaluate the applicants for Senior/Advanced pilot ratings. A pilot that has clearly demonstrated his/her superior flying skills to their peers need not have previously instructed a defined number of students even though they have probably done so.

The Senior pilot must posses some of the following types of experience:

· Exceptional flying skills

· Experience test flying a variety of aircraft normally flown in the club. These include, but are  not limited to: internal combustion, electric and or turbine; tricycle landing gear, tail dragger or hand launched aircraft;  high and low wing as well as biplane aircraft; high performance sport aircraft, scale, pattern, ducted fan or turbine aircraft.
Duties of the Committee:

1. The Committee Chairman will present the Pilot Rating update monthly or as requested by the club officers. This information will be used to update the information in the Club Roster.

2. The members of the Committee will act as the Training Coordinators. Training Coordinators will assist the new student in selecting a primary instructor. 
3. The Committee will evaluate candidates requesting an Instructor Pilot rating in accordance with the Proficiency Standards for Club Instructors document and qualification requirements as outlined in the Rockwall Sport Flyers Instructor Pilot Proficiency Criteria. A Pilot desiring to advance to an Instructor Pilot rating must meet the qualification requirements for the classification and must be approved by a majority vote of the Governing Body of the Club (the club might consider requiring a majority vote of the club at a regular meeting in lieu of approval by the Governing Body of the Club). 

4. A pilot with a Pilot/Instructor rating who would like to advance to the Senior (might consider calling this level an Advanced pilot rating) rating must petition the Governing Body of the Club. The Governing Body of the Club will then determine whether to advance the individual to the Senior/Advanced pilot rating.

Suggestion 1:

The FPC will provide the club officers with their comments after evaluating an individual being considered for advancement to the Instructor rating. It is then up to the officers or the club to determine whether to confer the Instructor rating on the individual. The club officers shall notify the individual of the decision. If the general membership of the club votes on movement of a pilot to the instructor level, it is recommended that the perspective instructor pilot(s) be asked to leave the room so the general membership may discuss the pro’s and con’s of the designation of Instructor pilot on the individual. This would allow the membership to freely discuss the individual’s skills.

Suggestion 2:

It is suggested that we limit the number of Instructor and Senior/Advanced pilots. The membership or the club officers should determine the total number of Instructor pilots. For the instructor pilots we should have at least one with electric aircraft experience, one with turbine experience and one with large gasoline powered aircraft (aerobatic or warbird). 

Suggestion 3:

If the club does not currently have any instructors designated as AMA Introductory Instructor Pilots then we should consider doing this. There is a small fee ($5) for each Intro Pilot. These are the ONLY pilots who can instruct a pilot that fly’s at the field under the AMA Intro Pilot program. If anyone else provides flight training to an Intro Pilot the club risks having no AMA insurance coverage should there be some sort of incident. 

	Rockwall Sport Flyers Instructor Proficiency Criteria

	Task
	Poor
	Good
	Very Good

	 
	1 pt.
	3 pts
	5 pts

	Principles of Flight: Explain the principles of flight. How and why do aircraft fly. Discuss thrust, drag, gravity and lift and how they affect an aircraft. Discuss bank angle, angle of attack, pitch, yaw.
	 
	 
	 

	Principles of radio control: System hardware; how transmitter and receiver communicate, transmitter controls (throttle, elev, ail, rudder), dual rates, travel adjust, types of transmission (PPM/PCM), interference issues, trainer switch, throttle cutoff, inverted flight,
	 
	 
	 

	Safety: Discuss safety as it relates to aircraft restraint, engine start and needle valve adjustment. Propeller avoidance (stand behind the prop), destructive impact, field rules (announce intentions to take off, land, on runway, etc.), range check (engine at idle and at full throttle), aircraft movement from start-up to runway, stand at pilot station (not in taxiway), do not fly over pits, no passes down runway unless other pilots in air agree.
	 
	 
	 

	Aircraft Control: Identify and discuss all control surface functions, thrust and its effect on control surfaces, engine torque, aircraft attitude (pitch, roll and yaw) and stalls.
	 
	 
	 

	Aircraft Preflight: Demonstrate knowledge of aircraft systems and how important performing preventative maintenance is. Discuss preflight of aircraft.
	 
	 
	 

	Engine Start: Demonstrate knowledge of ground support equipment and perform safe engine start.
	 
	 
	 

	Take Off: Perform take-off while maintaining heading (no more than two wingspans off of runway centerline at liftoff), Perform smooth rotation with gradual climb out to level flight.
	 
	 
	 

	Aircraft Trim: Once at pattern altitude, trim  aircraft and demonstrate "hands off" flight
	 
	 
	 

	Rectangular (racetrack) Patterns: Once at altitude, perform rectangular patterns in both right and left hand patterns) while maintaining constant altitude (loss of 15' or less) and compensating for drift.
	 
	 
	 

	Climbing and Descending Turns: Perform climbing and descending turns while maintaining smoothness of control, compensating for drift and controlling airspeed.
	 
	 
	 

	Horizontal Figure 8: Perform horizontal figure eight while maintaining constant altitude, compensating for drift, maintaining symmetrical circles and constant bank angle.
	 
	 
	 

	Stall Recovery (at altitude): Perform power off and power on stall recovery at altitude with minimum altitude loss.
	 
	 
	 

	Steep Turns (bank angles greater than 50 degrees): Perform three high turns in each direction while maintaining constant altitude and compensating for drift
	 
	 
	 

	Loops: Perform three consecutive inside loops while maintaining heading, compensating for drift. Maintaining symmetrical circles and with same entry and exit altitude
	 
	 
	 

	Missed Approaches: Perform three missed approaches while maintaining directional control of aircraft at low speed and transitioning to flight configuration
	 
	 
	 

	Touch and Go: Perform three touch and goes in each direction (left and right hand landing pattern) while maintaining heading (no more than two wingspans from runway centerline), landing within a predetermined 15 meter landing zone and transitioning smoothly to take-off configuration.
	 
	 
	 

	Full Stop Landing: Perform full stop landing while maintaining airspeed control, heading (no more than two wingspans from runway centerline) and runway heading during roll-out.
	 
	 
	 

	Simulated Dead stick Landing: Perform a simulated dead stick landing (when requested, move throttle to idle and leave it there) while maintaining airspeed control, heading (no more than two wingspans from runway centerline) and maintaining runway heading on roll-out.
	 
	 
	 

	Sub-total points
	 
	 
	 

	Total Points:

	 
	Circle One

	Proficiency Member 1
	Approve
	 
	Disapprove

	Proficiency Member 2
	Approve
	 
	Disapprove

	Proficiency Member 3
	Approve
	 
	Disapprove

	If pilot is disapproved, please provide explanation of reason for disapproval:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Rockwall Sport Flyers Student Proficiency Criteria

	Student Name:
	AMA #

	Start Date:
	 
	Completion Date:

	Task
	Status

	 
	Needs Work
	Good

	Secure Freq Pin, Preflight and Radio Check
	 
	 

	Safely Start Engine and Adjust
	 
	 

	Perform Engine Run-up
	 
	 

	Safely Move Aircraft to Taxiway
	 
	 

	Final Flight Control Check, Engine Run-up
	 
	 

	Check Flight Pattern and Announce Intent (Taking off)
	 
	 

	Taxi in left and right Oval on runway
	 
	 

	Taxi in straight line down runway centerline
	 
	 

	Take off into wind and enter pattern (either left or right hand pattern)
	 
	 

	Fly straight and level, trim aircraft, set throttle, hands off level flight
	 
	 

	Fly left hand oval pattern with little altitude loss
	 
	 

	Fly right hand oval pattern with little altitude loss
	 
	 

	Perform Horizontal figure eights with little loss of altitude
	 
	 

	Perform inside loop (s) 
	 
	 

	Perform roll to right
	 
	 

	Perform roll to left
	 
	 

	Perform engine off stall recovery
	 
	 

	Perform slow flight in left hand oval pattern
	 
	 

	Perform slow flight in right hand oval pattern
	 
	 

	Announce intention and perform slow flight down runway
	 
	 

	Check pattern and wind. Announce intention to land and prepare to land
	 
	 

	Perform landing demonstrate downwind, base and final approach legs of the landing approach. Should show shallow descent from downwind leg thru base and final to touchdown.
	 
	 

	* Perform Immelman into wind
	 
	 

	*Perform 1/2 Cuban eight
	 
	 

	*Perform "dead stick" approaches (engine at idle)
	 
	 

	*Demonstrate wind management (ability to handle light cross winds)
	 
	 

	Perform Solo flight for Instructor (required for sign-off)
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	The student should be able to demonstrate the above tasks in order to be assigned the Pilot rating. Those tasks preceded with an * are for confidence building with an emphasis on reasonable attempt and are not a required element for pilot sign-off. When a student satisfactorily completes the task, the instructor should so indicate in the column marked "Good". Likewise, when a student needs to work on a particular maneuver/skill, the instructor should so indicate by checking the column "Needs Work".
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Safety Violations


If you observe any serious safety violations, please report them immediately to Bill Vassallo at � HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�


 











2007 Club Officers and Administrators





President		Bill Lenk		� HYPERLINK "mailto:BL103042@aol.com" ��BL103042@aol.com�			972-495-6967


Vice President		Chris Brown		� HYPERLINK "mailto:clbrown7309@comcast.net" ��clbrown7309@comcast.net�		972-412-2807


Treasurer		Larry Wells		� HYPERLINK "mailto:larrywells@sbcglobal,net" �larrywells@sbcglobal,net�		972-771-8265


Secretary &


Newsletter Editor	David Hoye		� HYPERLINK "mailto:dhoye@charter.net" ��dhoye@sbcglobal.net�			972-772-9299


Field Marshall		Doyle Evans		� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsevans1@sbcglobal.net" ��dsevans1@sbcglobal.net�		972-771-9676


Safety Officer  		Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


City of Rockwall


Liaison			Doyle Evans		see above


Pilot Instructors	Roy Allen, Jr.		� HYPERLINK "mailto:roy.allenjr@verizon.net" ��roy.allenjr@verizon.net�		972-475-2432


Berl Driskill		� HYPERLINK "mailto:berldriskill@hotmail.com" ��berldriskill@hotmail.com�		972-496-6368


Doyle Evans		see above


Bill Lenk		see above


Bob Leserve		� HYPERLINK "mailto:limeybob@sbcglobal.net" ��limeybob@sbcglobal.net�		972-772-4326


Ronnie Stine		� HYPERLINK "mailto:aworx@flash.net" ��aworx@flash.net�			972-772-4047


Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


Larry Wells		see above


Terry Williams	� HYPERLINK "mailto:boneheadbrewery@comcast.net" ��boneheadbrewery@comcast.net�	214-532-8154


Website Manager	Ronnie Stine		see above


FPC* Chairman	Ed Valls		edwardA10Pilot@aol.com		972-287-8913





			* Flying Proficiency Committee
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