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September Meeting

The next club meeting will be held on Thursday, September 11th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., in the banquet room of Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E. Interstate 30, Rockwall, TX 75087.  

Minutes of the August Meeting

The August meeting of the club’s general membership was held on August 14th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E. Interstate 30, Rockwall, TX 75087.  President Larry Wells called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  When it was decided that there was little to no chance of restoring any semblance of order, we counted those in attendance and moved on.  FYI: There were 15 regular members, 2 junior members and 1 guest in attendance.

Notes of the July 2008 meeting: The minutes of the July 2008 meeting were accepted by those present at the August 2008 meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  John Barnett presented the August 2008 Treasurer’s Report to the general membership present at the August meeting.  Any member not present at the meeting that wishes to receive a copy of the report may feel free to e-mail or contact me by phone.  My e-mail address and phone number are listed in the 2008 Club Officers and Administrators section on the last page of the newsletter.

Income for the month of August totaled $0.00, zilch, nothing, nada, none, zippo, and furthermore, we had absolutely no money “come through the doors” in August 2008.  The expenses for the month were for the July and August Port-O-Pot rental ($153.60).  The account balance as of the meeting was $5,284.64.  There were no objections to the August 2008 report.  The August 2008 report has been accepted by those in attendance.
Congratulations to Mark Hammond for receiving his Pilot status!  It is always a pleasure to hear that another member has been unleashed on the skies over Rockwall.  In the event that I failed to recognize Brook Lohmann for his achievement, he was also advanced to Pilot status within the past couple of months.  Again, congrats to both Mark and Brook!
It was sad to hear, but Lionel Barnett relinquished his membership in the club so someone new could take his spot.  Lionel has relinquished his membership due to medical conditions that make it difficult for him to participate.  Larry Wells deemed it appropriate to make a motion to make Lionel one of our Lifetime Members.  The motion passed with unanimous approval.  You can’t get away that easy Lionel! 
Safety Committee Report: Neither of our Safety Officers was present at the meeting.  However,   as safety is everyone’s responsibility, our Field Marshal brought up a point that we all need to keep in mind: The ground beneath the Petro-mat runway has seriously degraded.  The wash out has created holes that are large enough for one of us to twist an ankle, cause someone to fall or worse!  Please exercise extreme caution when on the runway, especially when in close proximity to a rotating propeller or helicopter rotor.
As always:  The Safety Officers have one of the hardest jobs in our club.  If they approach you to discuss a safety issue, please show them the utmost respect.  They only do so with the best intentions.  Put yourself in their shoes and treat them as you would like to be treated!  

Field Marshal Report: Aside from the safety issue addressed above, John Gillis reported that the field is in acceptable condition.  There are several projects that will be initiated when the conditions at the field are right.  Please volunteer your time if you are able.  If you want our field to become one of the area’s best facilities, we need able bodied men/women to provide their expertise and “manpower” when the need arises. 

Flying Proficiency Committee: Our Flying Proficiency Committee Chairman was not at the August meeting.  This would lead me to believe one of two things.  Either:

a.) We are very proficient pilots and there is nothing to report, or 

b.) Berl is so busy correcting proficiency issues that he is unable to attend the meetings.
I hope, and tend to believe that, the correct answer is “a”!

Old Business: We had no old business to discuss.
New Business: Although an “All Member” vote took place between the June and July 2008 meetings to repair the taxiways and runway, amongst other necessary field improvements, the plan to do so has yet to be finalized and no progress has been made in that direction.  At this meeting, a motion was made, and passed, to remove the outer most strip of the Petro-mat runway, level and re-seed the area in an attempt to create a grass runway to the west of the existing runway.  The method of repair for the remaining Petro-mat runway is still up in the air.
Program: Bob Leserve presented his proprietary software.  Thank you Bob!
The meeting was adjourned at 7:33p.m.

Notable Items/Events

Field Maintenance: I know this has been in the last two newsletters, but I wanted to leave it for at least one more month so no one would have an excuse to not volunteer for one of the most important and necessary activities in our club – FIELD MAINTENANCE!  There was a change made to our website to allow us to more accurately coordinate when volunteers are needed to perform field maintenance.  To explore this further, go to our club’s website (www.rockwallrc.com), click on the Club Info button on the left side of the screen.  When that screen opens, click on the Field Maintenance Sign-up link.  This will open the screen that shows the schedule, allows you to volunteer and also points out what to address when you are at the field.  To sign up (volunteer), use the drop down menu to pick an open week that suites your schedule and enter your name (or names for those who volunteer as a group) and press the Submit button to complete the process.  The schedule will be updated at noon each day.  If you volunteer, please keep in mind that you are responsible for completing the field maintenance tasks by the weekend that you have selected.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to e-mail or call Larry Wells.  There will be a special “prize” at year’s end for all who participate.
VERY NOTEABLE: Bob Leserve and Ronnie Stine’s JetMach 60, which most of us have seen at our airfield, was reviewed and given high marks in the August 2008 edition of Model Aviation (The official publication of the AMA.).  Congratulations Bob and Ronnie!  Having one of your creations receive acclaim in a national publication is a HUGE accomplishment.  If you haven’t already done so, please take a few minutes and review the article that begins on page 71.
If you look on page 121 of the same issue of Model Aviation, you will find a brief article on the XPS XtremeLink system used to convert a Multiplex transmitter to 2.4 GHz.  I find this article of interest as it involves one of our former club members.  For those of you that have been with the club for several years, you may remember Terry Williams.  He served as a Safety Officer and club instructor.  Terry has since relocated to Lake Havasu City, AZ where he is currently employed by the company that manufactures the XPS equipment.  Terry made the equipment shown in the article.  
Trader’s Talk: This is a new section I’ve chosen to add to the newsletter.  If you would like me to post something for you, please feel free to e-mail the pertinent information and pictures to me.  If you would also give me the courtesy of telling me if the items you are selling are no longer for sale/trade, I would greatly appreciate it.  I would like to point out that I will do my best to present accurate information.  However, as I am not perfect (Although some days I’d beg to differ.), you must speak directly to the sellers for specific details regarding their offers.  As much as I would like to include pictures, it may not always be possible due to restrictions on the size of the newsletter file.  We need to keep the file size manageable for those who are still using dial up connections.  Without further adieu, here are the items currently up for bid:

Mike Troje has, for sale, the Cruiser 60 that he purchased from Doyle Evans’ estate.  It is equipped with a Thunder Tiger 60 and four Futaba servos.  The plane was built by Neil Higenbotham.  The price is $225.00 or best, reasonable offer.  Mike also has a recently rebuilt OS 61FX.  He is asking $125.00 for this item.  Please contact Mike at his home phone number, which is 972-722-6698, or his cellular number of 214-275-2319.  Please refer to the pictures of the Cruiser 60 for details on its design and condition.
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Bill Lenk is selling a Saito 125 he currently has in a BTE Flying King.  The Saito has less than a gallon of fuel run through it.  The plane is fully equipped less the receiver and receiver battery.  He would be happy to demo the plane at our club field.    The asking price for the Saito is $300.00.  The airplane is thrown in for FREE with purchase of the Saito engine!  Bill’s contact info is listed below (Look under Safety Officers in the 2008 Club Officers and Administrators section below.).  Please take a look at the pictures of this aircraft.
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Travis Lenk has three aircraft for sale.  He is listing the planes for $200.00 each.  The airplanes come without receivers.  You’ll also have to supply your own transmitter.  The SIG Cobra is equipped with a $100.00 tuned pipe system.  If you are interested in purchasing any of the craft, please contact Travis at 972/977-0147.  The photos show the items Travis is selling.
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Although the items listed in the Trader’s Talk section are presented as for sale, some of the items may have been sold.  As I have not received credible intel from my inside sources telling me one way or the other, I will be deleting these items from the next newsletter unless I receive a request stating that you wish for your “For Sale” items to remain in the newsletter.
Upcoming Events: Currently, there are no upcoming events that have been brought to my attention.  If you come across any events that you feel may be of interest to your fellow modelers, please send me the information.  I will gladly publish your event/s in the newsletter.  It isn’t necessary for the event to be a fun fly or swap meet for it to be included in this section.  Any aviation venue, be they models or full scale, would interest most of us.  Flight museums, air shows and the like would be more than worthy of mention to anyone with an interest in aviation.  If you have pictures, you may feel free to send those along too.  I can’t promise to include them all, but I’ll do the best I can!
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SAFETY VIOLATIONS


If you would like to report a safety violation, please contact either one of our Safety Officers, Bill Lenk (BL103042@aol.com) OR Bill Vassallo (william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net).








2008 Club Officers and Administrators





President		Larry Wells		larrywells@sbcglobal.net		972/771-8265


Vice President		Nick Nichols		nick@adart.tv				972/771-8077


Treasurer		John Barnett		jrnlbarnett@sbcglobal.net		972/771-4655


Secretary &


Newsletter Editor	Roberto Short		robertoshort@msn.com			469/446-7466


Field Marshal		Clint Brunson		ca_brunson@yahoo.com		469/323-9266


Safety Officers		Bill Lenk		BL103042@aol.com			972/495-6967


			Bill Vassallo		william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net		972/644-2226


Club Instructors		Roy Allen		roy.allenjr@verizon.net			972/475-2432


			Berl Driskill		See below – FPC Chairperson.


			Bill Lenk		See above – Safety Officer.


			Bob Leserve		limeybob@sbcglobal.net			972/772-4326


			Ronnie Stine		See below – Website Administrator.


			Bill Vassallo		See above – Safety Officer.


			Larry Wells		See above – President.


			Roberto Short		See above – Secretary & Newsletter Editor.


Website Administrator	Ronnie Stine		Ronnie@jetjunkie.com			972/772-4047


FPC* Chairperson	Berl Driskill		berldriskill@hotmail.com			972/496-6368





*FPC – Fly Proficiency Committee
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