To All RSF Members:

I just returned from Austin and our monthly meeting is this Thursday.  So there’s no point in publishing a full-blown newsletter – in its place, I’m sending this abbreviated report simply to hit on the high points:
First, our regular, monthly meeting is this Thursday at Soulman’s Bar-B-Que in Rockwall.  This meeting is important because it’s time to nominate club officers for 2007.  The only condition to run for office is that that a nominee must have been an active member for at least 6 months.  The elections will take place at the December meeting.  Our club is filled with very intelligent and capable individuals with many diverse backgrounds and I hope that each of you will consider taking a turn as an officer of our club.  Additional nominations can be made during the December meeting before the voting takes place.
Second, the Fun-Fly held on Saturday, October 28, was the best ever.  The field was overflowing with airplanes, pilots and visitors.  The icing on the cake was that the weather was perfect.  Terrific events like our Fun-Flys don’t just happen.  Several individuals contributed much of their time and labor to get the field in shape and prepare the area.  Several individuals contributed food: hamburgers, hotdogs, buns, condiments, donuts, cookies, plates napkins, etc.  Still others brought a large variety of drinks stashed in iced coolers.  Four individuals spent most of their day in the smoke-filled gazebo cooking (yes, the gazebo needs a top vent) and deserve special mention:  Rob Short and his wife, Mike Troje and Doyle Evans.  They essentially gave up their day to cook and serve food – which significantly contributed to everyone’s enjoyment (and always does).  The club owes a good deal of gratitude to everyone who contributed their time, work, food, refreshments and money.  Thank you.  You know who you are and you contributions are appreciated -- they made our Fun-Fly an exceptional event that was enjoyed by all who attended.  The only causality of the day was the club trainer which shed it wing coming out of the bottom of a loop and ate terra ferma.  No one’s fault – just a lot of hours on a much-used aircraft.  By the way, the Dallas Morning News dropped by to take pictures.  They indicated to Ronnie Stine that they would publish a special article on the club in the “Neighbors” section on either Saturday the 11th or the 18th – so be on the lookout for it.  I managed to get about two dozen good photos of the activities which I’ll give to Ronnie for posting to our website.
Third, the vote to ratify the disbanding of the existing Flying Proficiency Committee and replace it with a 3-member committee appointed annually by the president was passed unanimously.  Bill Vassallo will serve as the committee chairman and Rob Short and Conrad will round out the committee.
Fourth, Chris Brown, Ronnie Stine and Mike Trojie each donated $50 to construct 3 new pilot stations (similar to the one constructed and donated by Doyle Evans – which everyone is extremely pleased with).  Construction of the new stations will commence within a week or two.

Fifth, the club approved two new memberships at the October meeting:  Rex Rutledge and Dave Smith.  Their membership brings us to the club’s cap of 70 members.

Finally, regarding the club’s cap, after much discussion at prior meetings, virtually nothing was mentioned regarding the subject other than the cap will remain at 70 members and, if required, a waiting list for applicants will be activated.

I hope to see you at Thursday’s meeting…

