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The Importance of Individual Contributions
"All members are required to participate in the maintenance of the field as agreed to and/or scheduled by the Governing Body.  This may include mowing, area policing, and other general maintenance."
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to those that actively participate in the field maintenance duties.  However, it is sad to see that there aren't more people involved in this necessary activity.  No offense to the gentlemen mentioned in Bill L.'s recent posting, but there are several other members that have mowed the field 4 or more times this year that have received little or no recognition (And they don't expect any recognition either.).  I still fail to understand why any member should have to mow the field more than 2 or 3 times a year.  If every pilot we see at the field flying took the time just one week between the months of March and October to assist with the maintenance duties, the field would remain well groomed and the bulk of the work would not always fall on the same group of men.
 

Although we all pay to fly, being a member of a club involves more than just the perks.  We all need to share in the "grunt work" also.  After all, the statement above (Copied directly from our by-laws.) states that we are REQUIRED to participate.  It would be a shame if the club were to get to the point where the governing body would find it necessary to assign members to a field maintenance schedule.  To add insult to injury, what if it got to the point where the club would find the need to enforce mandatory field maintenance by suspending flying privileges, just as we did with the assessment for the riding mower purchase.
 

Let's help each other out and work together to make the field a place that we can enjoy and a place we can be proud of every single time we go out to fly...
 

Rob Short
September Meeting

The next club meeting will be held on Thursday, September 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the banquet room of Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.  
Minutes of the August Meeting

The August meeting of the club’s general membership was held on August 9, 2007 at 7:00 PM at Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E Interstate 30, Rockwall.  President Bill Lenk called the meeting to order at 7PM with 14 regular members present.
Minutes of the August meeting: The minutes of the July meeting were accepted as written.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Larry Wells reported a balance of $3543.16 in the club’s treasury.  Larry projects an end of year balance of approximately $276.34.

Expenses for July were flowers for Doyle Evens funeral ($162.38), a new first aid kit ($25.00) and the usual monthly expenses for the bathroom facilities ($76.80).

We had two new members to approve (Kirby Pople and Bob Edington) at this meeting and our current membership roster is currently at 70 members.  There was a discrepancy in the membership count and we were off by one member plus the loss of Doyle Evans so the roster is currently full for 2007.
Larry has received $1525 dollars from the lawnmower assessment that was passed at the April meeting and that money is being tracked to be used specifically for the purchase of the new riding mower.

A motion to accept the Treasurers report was made by Nick Marsala, seconded by Ed Vals and was approved by the membership.
Safety Committee Report:  Safety officer Bill Vassallo was not present; however, Bill Lenk spoke on Bill Vassallo’s behalf about some issues that were remaining from the July meeting.  First topic was aerobatics and hovering over the runway.  It was agreed by all that a common sense approach to regulating this type of flying would be best.  The common sense approach is that all pilots need to be aware of the other pilots that are flying and the other pilots field of vision.  Aerobatics and hovering can  be distracting to other pilots so we all need be courteous and conscientious about maintaining not only a safety margin in respects to flying near the flight line but also about flying in front of other pilots in a distracting manner.  All members present agreed flying foamie type aircraft only in the space to the east of the parking area was OK.  Foamie aircraft are not required to fly in this area but this space provides them a second option for close in 3D flying without being a distraction to other pilots on the flight line.  It should be reiterated that flying and hovering over the pit area is strictly prohibited.  This type of flying constitutes a safety violation and is unacceptable to the membership of the club.  Anybody that is seen intentionally flying over the pit area will be given a safety violation.


Field Marshal Report:    With the sad loss of fellow pilot Doyle Evans we did not have a Field Marshals report.  Doyle was a great asset to our club and there are a few remaining tasks that many of know Doyle would want to have completed under his leadership.  Those items include the follow:
· Complete the enclosed storage area in the gazebo

· Purchase the new riding mower

· Repair the taxiways to the runway

· A continued mowing effort by all members

Flying Proficiency Committee:  Committee chairman Ed Valls notified the club membership that Howard Stevens and Ronnie Stine have agreed to volunteer with Ed as the other pilots of the flying proficiency committee.   Any pilots wishing to qualify as an instructor under the new FPC requirements are encouraged to contact Ed, Howie, or Ronnie to schedule some time to complete the newly revised requirements for instructor status.
New Business

Several Ideas from the July Meeting
Since we didn’t have a quorum for any official business we spent the time discussing a couple of ideas that various members brought forward.
Lawnmower Assessment Enforcement

There are only a few remaining individuals that have chosen not to participate in the assessment that was requested of all members for the purchase of a new riding mower.  These members are considered to be delinquent in their fees to the club and as such all club privileges have been (flying, use of field, all facilities and equipment) rescinded.  Members not paying are not considered to be in good standing and cannot rejoin club the following year until all past due fees are paid.

Note:  This issue came up at the July meeting and a motion was made at the August meeting on this topic.  The motion made by Chris Brown and seconded by John Gillis.  There was unanimous approval by all members present.
Charging Station at the Field

Several of our pilots have expressed an interest and have the resources to build a battery charging station at the field.  The system being discussed would consist of 2 100Ah batteries that would trickle charge via a solar panel on the roof of the gazebo.  The 2 large batteries would feed a panel of banana jacks so that pilots could plug in their own DC chargers and charge batteries for electric aircraft, radios, or starters at the field. 

Note:  This idea was brought forward at the July meeting.  At the August meeting a motion was made by Ronnie Stine to allocate $200 dollars towards this project.  Ed Vals seconded the motion and was passed by the membership.

Should we Increase Our Membership Cap/Annual Dues
Ronnie Stine brought forward the idea of raising our membership cap.  Ronnie’s position was that there are typically not that many people at the field on the weekends and pilots are not typically waiting very long before there is an open spot on the flight line.   Additionally, the increased cap would give the club more financial resources.   There was much discussion from various members about members vs. financial resource.  Ronnie made a motion to raise the membership cap from 70 members to 85 members.  The motion was seconded by Larry Wells but failed being accepted by the membership with 7 votes in favor and 7 votes not in favor of the motion.
After this motion David Hoye made a motion to increase the annual dues effective January 1st, 2008 from $50 to $75.  The motion was seconded by John Gillis but failed approval by the membership with 9 votes in favor and 5 votes not in favor of the motion.

Other Items of Interest
Fall Fun Fly

The club will have its annual fall fun fly on October 27th.  More details to be decided at the next meeting.

Have a Suggestion or Idea?

If you have a suggestion or an idea that would be an improvement to the field please bring it forward. 

Officers for 2008

Officer elections are right around the corner.  If you’re interested in being a club officer for 2008 please talk it up with your fellow pilots so we know your interest in helping manage the club

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25PM.
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Safety Violations


If you observe any serious safety violations, please report them immediately to Bill Vassallo at � HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�


 











2007 Club Officers and Administrators





President		Bill Lenk		� HYPERLINK "mailto:BL103042@aol.com" ��BL103042@aol.com�			972-495-6967


Vice President		Chris Brown		� HYPERLINK "mailto:clbrown7309@comcast.net" ��clbrown7309@comcast.net�		972-412-2807


Treasurer		Larry Wells		� HYPERLINK "mailto:larrywells@sbcglobal,net" �larrywells@sbcglobal,net�		972-771-8265


Secretary &


Newsletter Editor	David Hoye		� HYPERLINK "mailto:dhoye@charter.net" ��dhoye@sbcglobal.net�			972-772-9299


Field Marshal					Position unfilled at this time


Safety Officer  		Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


City of Rockwall


Liaison			


Pilot Instructors	Roy Allen, Jr.		� HYPERLINK "mailto:roy.allenjr@verizon.net" ��roy.allenjr@verizon.net�		972-475-2432


Berl Driskill		� HYPERLINK "mailto:berldriskill@hotmail.com" ��berldriskill@hotmail.com�		972-496-6368


Doyle Evans		see above


Bill Lenk		see above


Bob Leserve		� HYPERLINK "mailto:limeybob@sbcglobal.net" ��limeybob@sbcglobal.net�		972-772-4326


Ronnie Stine		� HYPERLINK "mailto:aworx@flash.net" ��aworx@flash.net�			972-772-4047


Bill Vassallo		� HYPERLINK "mailto:william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net" �william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net�	972-644-2226


Larry Wells		see above


Terry Williams	� HYPERLINK "mailto:boneheadbrewery@comcast.net" ��boneheadbrewery@comcast.net�	214-532-8154


Website Manager	Ronnie Stine		see above


FPC* Chairman	Ed Valls		edwardA10Pilot@aol.com		972-287-8913


			* Flying Proficiency Committee
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