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April Meeting

The next club meeting will be held on Thursday, April 10th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., in the banquet room of Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E. Interstate 30, Rockwall, TX 75087.  

Minutes of the March Meeting

The March meeting of the club’s general membership was held on March 13th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at Soulman's Bar-B-Que, 691 E. Interstate 30, Rockwall, TX 75087.  President Larry Wells called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  There were 20 regular members, 5 probationary members and 1 guest in attendance.
FYI: A HUGE thank you to the members that attended our March meeting!  It is very wonderful to see this level of participation at the meetings.  This will allow us to have a larger cross section of the club voting on the topics we find most important.  Related to this topic: Proxy voting.  Gather your thoughts and prepare to intelligently discuss this issue as it will be brought up at the next meeting!
Notes of the February 2008 meeting: The minutes of the February 2008 meeting were accepted as published by a unanimous approval of the membership present at the March meeting. 
Treasurer’s Report:  John Barnett presented the March Treasurer’s Report for the general membership’s approval.  Any member not present at the meeting that wishes to receive a copy of the revised report may feel free to e-mail or contact me by phone.  My e-mail address and phone number are listed in the 2008 Club Officers and Administrators section on the last page of the newsletter.
Income for the month of February totaled $830.00, which consisted entirely of 2008 initiation fees and membership dues.  The expenses for the month were for the February Port-O-Pot rental ($76.80).

The account balance as of the meeting was $5,769.42.  The March 2008 report was accepted by unanimous approval of the membership present at the meeting.
There were two new memberships accepted this month.  This officially leaves only ONE opening in the club!  Please make a point to welcome our new members and thank them for joining us.  Our new members are Bill Meyers and Clint Brunson.  Although we all know Clint from his past membership with the club, we need to pass along a heartfelt THANK YOU for his involvement in our club.  Clint not only coordinates our monthly meeting location, he has also WILLINGLY accepted his appointment as our new Field Marshal!
Safety Committee Report: Bill Lenk was present, Bill Vassallo was unable to attend.  No safety issues or violations reported.

On a personal note: I have learned, from personal experience, that it is virtually impossible to catch a moving propeller with your fingers.  I have also learned that the opposite is not out of the question!  When I mentioned this incident to a friend, and club member, the term complacency came to mind.  What it brought to mind for me was two-fold:
1. Don’t stick your fingers, or any other part of your person, in a moving propeller.  The primary motivation for this action:  It hurts!

2. Regardless of what else we have going on around us, SAFETY should always be our #1 priority!

I had even told a new club member, twice, to keep an eye on what he was doing around the propeller of his aircraft before I deftly threw my hand into the same prop.  I guess I can chalk this one up to the adage, “If you’re playing with fire, you’re going to get burned.”  Needless to say, after this experience, I won’t be getting burned any time soon!
Field Marshal Report: No report made.  I’ve mentioned it once, but it is worth mentioning again… We have a new Field Marshal, effective immediately!  Please take a moment to thank Clint Brunson for accepting this difficult yet necessary position.  I feel quite certain that it will not be long before Clint puts us to work on field improvements.  PLEASE volunteer whatever time and resources you can spare when the time comes to bring our projects to fruition.
Flying Proficiency Committee: No report made.
Old Business: No new developments on the following subjects:
· Bill Presley Memorial Youth Project,

· Gazebo repairs and restoration,

· Runway repairs and restoration, and

· Pilot station and safety fence repairs and restoration.

New Business: No new business.
Program: Thank you Nick Nichols for your presentation on the portable airplane stand you have designed.  The thought required to design and build this easily portable and compact design showed a true sense of forethought and wood working knowledge.  VERY IMPRESSIVE!
Nick’s 40 page build manual and the 30 page manual on setting up the portable airplane stand should be available to the general membership soon...

Just kidding you Nick!  All kidding aside, Nick has graciously offered to put together plans for this project for anyone who is interested.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
Notable Items/Events
Trader’s Talk: If you would like me to post something for you, please feel free to e-mail the pertinent information and pictures to me.  If you would also give me the courtesy of telling me if the items you are selling are no longer for sale/trade, I would greatly appreciate it.  I would like to point out that I will do my best to present accurate information.  However, as I am not perfect (Although some days I’d beg to differ.), you must speak directly to the sellers for specific details regarding their offers.  As much as I would like to include pictures, it may not always be possible due to restrictions on the size of the newsletter file.  We need to keep the file size manageable for those who are still using dial up connections.  Without further adieu, here are the items currently up for bid:
· Bob Leserve is selling a Spektrum DX6 “Park Flyer” transmitter, AR6000 receiver and charger for $100.00.  He also has for sale a mini Ultra Stick which includes servos, E-Flite 400 out runner motor and ESC for $100.00.  The Ultra Stick package may have already been sold.  Please contact Bob for details, if you are interested.  The final item Bob has for sale is a Bobcat with Hitec RX (Crystal channel 44.), six servos and a Thunder Tiger Pro .46 for $180.00.  Bob has recently put a .60 sized engine in the Bobcat for test purposes.  This may have an effect on Bob’s offering.  You can contact Bob at limeybob@sbcglobal.net or by calling him at 972/772-4326. 
· Jim Rooks still has the following smorgasbord of items for your perusal: (I regret to inform all of you that the P-51 has been SOLD.  I’m certain Nick Marsala will enjoy it IMMENSLEY!) Saito 180 with muffler for $225.00, OS FS-120 Surpass III with muffler for $225.00, OS 91 VR-DF ducted fan engine (new in box) for $250.00, Yellow Aircraft A-4 Skyhawk Jet Kit (also new in box) for $275.00, Magnum 65 two stroke engine with muffler for $30.00, Slimline Pitts style muffler for Saito 180 (horizontal mount) for $45.00, Slimline Pitts style smoke muffler for Saito 180 (inverted mount) for $30.00, Century Jet Models scale air retracts with Oleo struts (90 degree rotation) and three 1/8” Robart scale diamond tread tires/wheels (manufactured for TopFlite P-51 Gold Edition, but can be adapted to work on others)  for $75.00 OBO, two Futaba R168DF-72 FM receivers for $25.00 each and numerous accessories such as spinners, tires and propellers.  Please contact Jim, after 6:00 pm at 214/280-2264 (cell) or 972/279-9312 (home).
· David Hoye has a Stevens AeroModel G-Ride already equipped with four Futaba mini servos for your flying pleasure.  He is asking $80.00.  Contact David at dphoye@sbcglobal.net or by phone at 972/772-9299 or his alternate phone number of 972/864-8388.
· Bill and Travis Lenk have a Great Planes Sportster and a BTE Fly King for sale.  The Sportster is equipped with all servos and a Super Tigre .51 with Max pipe.  The package does not include a receiver.  The Fly King is the airframe only.  The price on the Sportster is $200.00 and the BTE Fly King can be yours for $150.00.  See contact information for Bill Lenk in the 2008 Club Officers and Administrators section on the last page of this newsletter. 
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GP Sportster
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BTE Fly King
· Last, but not least, Neal Higinbotham has a low wing craft that has been scratch built from modified Courtney plans.  The plane includes a low band receiver, six servos, two batteries/switches and a “like new” 20cc Zenoah, gas powered engine with electronic ignition.  This beauty can be yours for $500.00.  Contact Neal at 972.359.6310 or e-mail him at nealhig@aol.com.
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Neal’s customized scratch built.

Upcoming Events: The vote is in!  It appears that our Spring ’08 Fun Fly will be held on April 26th, 2008.  It has been affectionately titled, “Day of the Geezer” by Berl Driskill.  Details will be forthcoming.

Another upcoming event is the Texarkana Big Bird 2008.  It is being held on May 3rd and 4th, 2008.  The landing fee is $25.00.  There are prizes for pre-registered pilots.  Dinner will be provided for all registered pilots on Saturday evening.  For more information, contact David Oates at davidwoates@wmconnect.com or Gary Strickland at CAT3589@aol.com.
Plan to attend the HeliBlaze on June 13th, 14th and 15th, sponsored by the Golden Triangle Club of Grand Prairie, TX.  The event is a helicopter event and will include pilot raffles every 30 minutes, and lunch and brisket dinner on Saturday the 14th for all registered pilots.  The landing fee is $25.00, with a $5.00 discount if you pre-register.  There will be open flying on Friday the 14th.  A Care Flight and two privately owned, full scale helicopters will land at the field and have lunch with the pilots.  City leaders will be present and the event will be covered by a local news station.  There will be cash prizes for “Best Inverted Auto”, “Best Auto for Beginners” and “Furthest Traveled”.  The CD is Ron Wedel.  For more information, contact Ron at ron@texaswedel.com, by phone at 972/672-2082 or visit their website at GTRCC.org.     
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SAFETY VIOLATIONS


If you would like to report a safety violation, please contact either one of our Safety Officers, Bill Lenk (BL103042@aol.com) OR Bill Vassallo (william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net).








2008 Club Officers and Administrators





President		Larry Wells		larrywells@sbcglobal.net		972/771-8265


Vice President		Nick Nichols		nick@adart.tv				972/771-8077


Treasurer		John Barnett		jrnlbarnett@sbcglobal.net		972/771-4655


Secretary &


Newsletter Editor	Roberto Short		robertoshort@msn.com			469/446-7466


Field Marshal		Position is currently vacant.  Please contact Larry Wells if interested!


Safety Officers		Bill Lenk		BL103042@aol.com			972/495-6967


			Bill Vassallo		william.vassallo@sbcglobal.net		972/644-2226


Club Instructors		Roy Allen		roy.allenjr@verizon.net			972/475-2432


			Berl Driskill		berldriskill@hotmail.com			972/496-6368


			Bill Lenk		See above – Safety Officer.


			Bob Leserve		limeybob@sbcglobal.net			972/772-4326


			Ronnie Stine		See below – Website Administrator.


			Bill Vassallo		See above – Safety Officer.


			Larry Wells		See above – President.


Website Administrator	Ronnie Stine		Ronnie@jetjunkie.com			972/772-4047


FPC* Chairperson	Position is currently vacant.





*FPC – Fly Proficiency Committee
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